Southwest Baptist Church
Generational Differences
A Slave No More
Joshua the Successor
Key Truths-The graves are full of indispensable men and women.
Key Applications-No matter how great the impact that one makes, death comes to us all.
Verses to Ponder- Psalm 37:25; Psalm 27 
Pray and Read: Joshua 1:1-2
IT IS TIME
After all the preparation, and all the lessons; God now calls on Joshua to take the lead.  He was following perhaps one of if not the greatest characters in the Old Testament.  There are only four miracle workers in the Old Testament and Moses was one of them.  He is the person that gave Israel the law of God, He was used to introduce the sacrificial system, spoke to God as a friend and used greatly to defeat the Egyptians.  
As great as the name of Moses was to the Israelites, he proved a few things that are important to ponder.  He was used by God for a special season in the history of Israel, but it came to an end.  The people of God didn’t come to an end, but the ministry of Moses ended.  As much as God may use an individual, they are here for a certain time and someone else must step forward.
The life and ministry of Moses proves that the most important goal that we face is not to live forever but to do something that will.  While Moses was dead, his legacy would continue.  The challenge is that we do things for God and that they will continue long after we are gone.  The other thing that is important to remember is that there really are no great men only men that serve a great God.  
The lesson that speaks very loudly is that Moses had a successor that had been well prepared.  It is important that we not only live our lives and leave a legacy but even more important is that we pour our lives into others so that the work that was started will continue long after we die.  Moses as greatly as he was used, was used which provides us with the greatest principle, and that is that men die but God doesn’t.  God’s plans go forward regardless of our cooperation.
Joshua was now in a place where it was time that he was now in charge.  A huge mantle was passed to him.  He had witnessed many things, learned many lessons but now it was time for him to experience God in a new and personal way.  He was the successor to Moses, but he was not Moses.  He was to serve God as Joshua and not serve in the shadow of Moses.
We now will dive into the life of Joshua.  He was born as a slave but took the stories and promises of God and believed them.  He was a man with a different spirit and wholly followed the Lord.  He has come a long way, and a long way awaits him.  He has learned many lessons, but there are many lessons yet to learn.  Place yourself in the life of Joshua as God seeks to form and shape you to become the leader that He has called you to be.
Questions to ponder:
1. What do you think Joshua felt as he now realized that he was replacing Moses?
2. What are your thoughts about pouring your life into someone younger?
3. Is it necessary to have a successor?
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A Slave No More
Joshua the Successor
Key Truths-God’s promises are from a standpoint of victory.
Key Applications-One must believe God and walk by faith to maintain a victor’s mentality.
Verses to Ponder- Isaiah 54:7; 2 Kings 6:15-17
Pray and Read: Joshua 1:3-5
When God goes before you
 One of the greatest and most unique features regarding God is that He does not make promises that He will break.  I was speaking to my grandson Cesar once and he was acting rather strange and distant.  I asked him what the problem was.  He looked at me and said that I had not gone to his room and read and played with him.  I had been very sick and had not gone to see him.  He looked at me and said, “you said that you would always come and play with me in my room, and you never break your promises”.  I did everything to not break down and cry in front of him.  As hard as I try to always keep my promises to my grandson, there are times that I can’t.  No one can ever look at God and say that He has broken any promises.  He always keeps His word!
Joshua is not the man in charge and God gives him three truths that will prove to be vital to him. The word of God will affect Joshua, where he stands, who stands with him and those that stand against him.  When you are reading Joshua 1:3-5, place your name in the passage and take it as God’s word to you.
“Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that I have given you”.  Imagine that, everywhere you stand I have already given it to you.  Wherever God calls an individual, is the place that He has already given.  Where is God calling you?  Understand that God has already given it to you.  The formula is that you must discern the voice of God and confirm it though His word and believe Him.  Just as He was with Moses, He would also be with Joshua.  Just as He was with Joshua, so shall He be with you.  Notice also that God has set boundaries to His promise.  Sometimes God has called us to a certain task and place and we want to use that in places that God has not called us, and we are dumbfounded when we don’t find blessing in these places.  Where you stand is the place that I have called you to bless you there.
Not only do we see that God blesses where I stand, but we also see the result of those that stand against us.  That reveals to us that we will face opposition wherever we go.  To anyone that seeks to serve God, if you are serving God; you will face opposition.  Joshua is told by God that there shall no one be able to stand against you (doesn’t mean that they are not going to try) all the days of your life.  The condition is that you must be standing where I have told you to stand and not venture out on your own.  What is it that keeps you from attempting great things for God?  Is it the opposition and ridicule that awaits you?  Joshua was assured and so are we that God will give us victory over anyone that seeks to oppose God (not us, but God).
Joshua was blessed to stand where God told Him to stand, to understand that anyone that sought to oppose him would have no victory over him and that the key to all of this was that God would stand with him.  “As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee”.  I will stand before you, behind you, beside you and over you.  I will guide your steps and lead you in the paths of righteousness and all you must do is to stay on the path.  God is with you and that is something that is to be understood.  Do you really believe this?  If you do then realize who stands with you, recognize where He would have you to stand and resist those that stand against you.  God is with you!
Questions to ponder
1. What promises did God give to Joshua?
2. Do those promises pertain to you?
3. What keeps us from walking in victory?
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Joshua the Successor
Key Truths- It takes courage to believe, trust and follow God’s direction.
Key Applications-The key is to have the word of God as the priority in one’s life.
Verses to Ponder- Psalm1; Hebrews 13:5-6
Pray and Read: Joshua 1:6-9
God’s roadmap to victory
A friend of mine once told me that when he was first learning to drive in San Antonio, he knew that if he could see the tower of America it would serve as a compass.  He knew that no matter where he was, as long as he could get to the tower, he would be able to find his way home from there.
Joshua will be instructed by God that His compass would always be the word of God.  That would serve as his moral compass.  If you are near and centered to the word of God, then you will have good success.  God tells Joshua that he is to always have the word of God as his speaking point.  He was to always answer every thought and challenge with a very simple, “thus saith the Lord”.  This is very safe ground for Joshua and for all that call upon His name.  Don’t let this word depart from your mouth which means that he was to meditate and memorize the word.  That was true for Joshua, and it is true for you and me.  He was not only to speak the word but more importantly to apply the truths of God’s word to his life.  God then told him that if he did this, he would prosper and have good success.  This was the great challenge given to Joshua and to all that call themselves followers of God.
He reminds Joshua to be strong and of good courage.  He is telling us that the problems is not the truth of God’s word but that it takes courage and spiritual strength to heed the truths of God’s word and to apply it to our lives.  The road map to success is that the word of God remains as the center of our lives but we are also informed that it will take courage to live a life that is led by the scriptures.
The same word that has been given to you is the same word that was given to Moses.  The word of God is the same to the pastor, parishioner or any person that claims to belong to the Lord God.  The word of God is the roadmap to success to those that have gone before us, those that dwell with us and for those that will come after us.  Stay in God’s word!
Joshua is reminded to do as God has said, but then he is assured that he is not to be fearful because it is God that has spoken to him.  What would he be afraid of?  He was now in charge of leading many people.  He saw how Moses continually struggled with these people and probably saw the times of sorrow that invaded the life of Moses.  The thing that most people fear is the thought of making a mistake and leading people in the wrong direction.  The right thing to do is to keep the word of God central to your life because if it God leading and not one leading themselves.  The other thing that one thinks is that the task is enormous, and I can’t do what God is asking me to do.  The greater the task, the more that one will need to depend on God.  Many times, you will know that it is God that is calling you when you judge that the task is overwhelming and humanly impossible.  It will take God to take something impossible and make it possible while He is using ordinary people to do the extraordinary.  
It will not be google maps that will get you to the place of victory, but it is the bible that will serve as your roadmap.  It will get you to the place that God will have you to be.
Question to ponder
1. What is central to God’s Road map?
2. What are the fears connected with using it for guidance?
3. Why does it take courage to follow God’s Road Map?
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Key Truths-God spoken word dictates God’s plan and purposes for His own.
Key Applications-God’s word is to be followed and obeyed to receive what He has promised.
Verses to Ponder- Joshua 14:12-15; 1 Timothy 6:17
Pray and Read: Joshua 1: 10-11
GO AND TAKE WHAT I HAVE GIVEN
Over four hundred years had transpired since God had spoke to Abraham and promised to him that He would be the father of a great nation.  This nation would be overcome by a kingdom and be brought to slavery.  The result would be that God would bring them out and judge that nation.  All these things had come to pass and the nation of Israel had wandered in the wilderness for all of these years, but now they were able to take possession of this land.  
Joshua’s first command to his officers was to command the people to prepare to take possession of the land.  Can you imagine all the things that came to pass?  The first thing was that the final funerals were held for everyone sixty years and younger to die.  This generation would not enter due to their great sin at Kadesh Barnea.  Only Caleb and Joshua would be over sixty years old.  It seems that God’s word was precise even to the very last detail. Prepare your provisions and supplies for the time has come.
There are some differences between this time and the time when 12 spies were sent to spy on the land.  Joshua doesn’t allow individuals to come and bring discouragement.  They are told what they are to do and this creates excitement.  What a lesson on leadership!  There are so many times that individuals want to discuss, vote and consider all options concerning the things that God has already said.  The officers told the people what the plan was, and their sole response was to do all that they had been instructed.  
The other thing that occurred is that they were given a specific time for crossing over the Jordan.  Remember, the Jordan river was at flood stage, and it stood before them.  The people didn’t question the command nor begin to murmur against Joshua.  They learned from the previous generation and now they were ready to follow instructions.  They concluded that the crossing of the Jordan was God’s problem, and they didn’t know how they were going to cross, but all they knew was who was going to get them across, and it was God!  Have we seen enough lessons and examples to quit murmuring and complaining and learn to listen, trust and obey God.
The officers make mention that they were going in to possess the land that had been promised by God.  This was a different generation and a different people.  May it be said of us that we are a different generation and different people.  A people that are ready to move when God says to move and a people that believe that God is not able to make promises and break them.  Know His voice, recognize His command and believe that He is not going to break His word nor His promises.
Questions to ponder
1. What was Joshua’s first command?
2. How did the people respond to the command?
3. How do we recognize that it’s God’s voice when we are commanded to move?
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Key Truths- People are to be held to their commitments, and one must clearly communicate to avoid misunderstandings.
Key Applications-Before one moves forward, they must make sure that all commitments are understood and ratified.
Verses to Ponder- Proverbs 16:3; 1 Samuel 10:17-19
Pray and Read: Joshua 1:12-18
Living on the east side of blessing
Israel is now about to enter the conquest stage of their pilgrimage.  This means that they will be at full strength and every able body will present themselves for war.  
God instructs Joshua to meet with the Reubenites, Gadites and the half tribe of Manasseh.  They had spoken to Moses and asked him to give them the land that was on the eastern side of the Jordan.  This agreement was made with Moses.  Joshua now addresses the leadership and makes sure that they are all on the same page.  They are given this land, and their flocks, herds, wives and children will possess the land but the men will go with Israel into the land of Canaan and fight alongside of their brethren until they receive their inheritance.
What a deal!  They had to help subdue the land and could not enter into their rest until the enemy had been defeated.  They would witness the great victories and the miraculous work of God in the upcoming battles.  They would participate and offer up their lives but would not enter their rest until the mission was completed.  There are many Christians that have not entered their full possession of God’s blessing.  They walk alongside other believers and participate in battles and witness great victories but live on the east side of blessing.  They do not enter full blessing.  Many witness the hand of God but their possessions and families are still on the east side of blessing.  
The tribes agree with the terms and their response to Joshua is one that is to be noted.  They said that all that he said would be obeyed.  They also vowed their loyalty and war alongside them until the land was subdued.  We will go where you send us and do what you tell us.  What a different spirit compared to their fathers.  They then reveal something that is astounding, “According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee:  only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses”.  
This generation states that they will listen to Joshua as they had listened to Moses.  They also recognized that Moses was God’s man and acknowledge that Joshua is God’s man.  The generation that died in the wilderness came to a time in which they changed the course of mindset.  They did not let their children develop a slave mindset.  They must have encouraged them to obey God and God’s man.  They also had principles placed in them, in which they were to recognize the hand of God upon individuals, and they were to follow and obey them.  Are we in the process of preparing the following generation with the same mindset of victory or slaves?
They also went one step further, they also let Joshua know that they would not allow rebellion to come from their camps.  “Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death”:  The older generation often threatened to kill Moses.  This generation said that they would put anyone that rebelled against Joshua to death.  
They then reaffirmed God’s word and told Joshua to be strong and of good courage.  It is sure is easier to be strong and of good courage when individuals verbally state their support.  Perhaps you might have been surrounded by a spirit of rebellion and negativity.  Allow this word to sink into your hearts.  Is it time for you to state to your spiritual leadership that you will stand with them and stand opposed to anyone that is of a different spirit.
Questions to ponder
1. What was the deal that the Reubenites, Gadites and half tribe of Manasseh make with Moses?
2. In your own words, what does it mean to live on the east side of blessing?
3. Has God placed a testimony in your heart to share with the group?















