Southwest Baptist Church
Generational Differences
A Slave No More
Joshua- Spies and a Scarlet Thread
Key Truths-God prepares the plan, the place and the persons before His servants ever get to their destination.
Key Applications-God always makes a way and the only thing that one must do is believe that this is so and trust Him.
Verses to Ponder- 1 Samuel 20:14-17; Ephesians 4:32
Pray and Read: Joshua 2:12-14
Please spare my family!
Probably the hardest people for a Christian to witness to are the people that they are closest to (Mark 6:4).  The reason is that they know us best.  It is also the fear of rejection and losing family relationships.  This has always seemed top odd to me because it the people that we love the most and respect the most that we fail to share the gospel with.  It is through our families that generational differences are forged and created.  
Rahab asks the spies to promise that they will show her mercy, but not only her but to all her family.  Her immediate concern was for her family.  For her father, mother, brothers, sisters and all that they have.  Salvation had come into this woman’s life.  Notice that she didn’t have to take a course in witnessing.  She believed God, obeyed God and then wanted this God to show mercy to her loved ones.  Can you imagine what her family might have thought of her as a prostitute.  Was her father ashamed of her profession?  Was she wanting to teach her siblings how to sell their bodies to strangers?
When she realized that the army of God was coming towards Jericho and they were going to annihilate everything that stood in their path.  She cast her trust in God and hid the spies but also asked for mercy.  This reveals that God was merciful and a very forgiving God.  The spies promised that if she kept her word then they would show kindness and mercy to her household.  Thinking about this, how did she convince her family to come and take shelter in her home?
They had to see that there was something different about her.  When God comes into one’s life it is a changed life that speaks the loudest to all that are observing.  She didn’t tell them stories but reasoned with her father and family.  They had heard the same stories from the merchants, travelers and desert dwellers.  She reminded her family of the might of the God of Israel and that she had put her trust in Him.  She then had to trust her family with the secret that she had hidden the spies.  They could have turned on her and reported her to the magistrates, but they didn’t.  She conveyed a powerful message, and it was God that gave her the wisdom and courage to speak the truth and to reveal her love for her family.  She didn’t want them to perish.  They were condemned already but they now had an opportunity to experience the grace of God and not His wrath.
Has God put the same love and fear in your heart?  Do you realize that everyone without Christ will face the condemnation of God and that the wrath of God rests on them?  They need for someone that has come to a saving relationship to show kindness, concern and courage and tell them that must not find themselves against the God of Israel.  
She trusted God personally and then trusted God with her family.  This truly made generational differences in the family of Rahab the harlot.  They would never be the same but would experience the love and mercy of God.
Questions to ponder
1. What did Rahab request of the two spies in return for her support of them?
2. What did the spies communicate to Rahab?
3. What difference has Christ made in your life in regard to being a witness to your family?  Testimony? Prayer request?
