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Generational Differences
A Slave No More
Joshua- Spies and a Scarlet Thread
Key Truths-Sin is threatened by the presence of God
Key Applications-One must learn the fear of the Lord and to understand that our God is over all.
Verses to Ponder- 2 Chronicles 20:29; Matthew 10:28
Pray and Read: Joshua 2:8-11
We are the cat, and they are the birds
While living in Irving we had a large cat named Sugar.  She was a really big crafty cat that loved to catch birds, rodents and anything else that she could get her paws on.  One day my daughter Catrina was at the front window and was shrieking in panic.  Sugar had a baby bird under her paw and two birds were flying over her head and were very upset that the cat had the little bird under her paw.  Sugar should have received consideration for an academy award.  She looked so frightened and was cowering while the birds seemed to be in attack mode.  My daughter thought that the birds were about to feast on Sugar.  I looked and calmly told my daughter; Sugar is a cat!  The birds kept coming closer and closer to what seemed to be a defenseless animal but just when they got close enough, Sugar’s face changed and from fear she turned into a villain and smacked one of the birds and now she had two birds under her paws and made short work of them both.  Sometimes we forget that we are the cat and all of God’s enemies are nothing more than chirping birds.
Rahab hides the spies and begins to reveal things that were unknown to them.  The first thing that she said was that she knew that the Lord had given them the land.  She didn’t say your Lord, but the Lord demonstrating that she had come to a place of trusting and believing God as her own.  God is always at work in the lives of individuals that we don’t even know.  We will never know the extent of the greatness of God until we begin to extend and expand our influence on different areas that are currently occupied by fierce enemies.  
She also told them that their terror had fallen upon them.  In other words, you are the cause of our nightmares.  They were fearful of all that God had done through them and they trembled at the thought of their pending invasion.  They found out that they were and had always been the cat!  
She also revealed to them that all the inhabitants were melting with fear before the Israeli army.  They knew in their hearts that they were no match for the God of Israel.  That is the difference, they didn’t fear the Israelites, but they greatly feared their God.  Is that true of all the people that surround Christians?  Or do they ridicule and mock the people of God because they have not seen the movement of God in their lives?
She said that they had heard how the Lord had dried up the Red Sea for them and how they destroyed the two kings of the Amorites.  They heard of these great events, and all their courage was drained out of them.  They heard what God had done, and it moved them to a place of hopelessness.  The Israelites saw the wonderous works of God and at the beginning only kept murmuring against Mose and God.  There are many individuals that have had the Lord do great things before them, but they soon forget and only murmur and question God and doubt His direction.  If we would only attempt great things for a great God and behold His glory, we would realize that we are the cats!
For the Lorde your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.  There is no one like the Lord God almighty!  Her heart went from melting from fear to melting with hope.  Rahab the harlot gave the two spies a place to hide, a report that they could take back and a testimony of how God had prepared their paths long before they came to Jericho.
Questions to ponder
1. Does it seem to you that our testimony strikes fear in the heart of the lost?  Why or why not?
2. What are some ways that Rahab and Jericho heard the stories of God?
