Southwest Baptist Church
Generational Differences
A Slave No More
Joshua the Successor
Key Truths-The graves are full of indispensable men and women.
Key Applications-No matter how great the impact that one makes, death comes to us all.
Verses to Ponder- Psalm 37:25; Psalm 27 
Pray and Read: Joshua 1:1-2
IT IS TIME
After all the preparation, and all the lessons; God now calls on Joshua to take the lead.  He was following perhaps one of if not the greatest characters in the Old Testament.  There are only four miracle workers in the Old Testament and Moses was one of them.  He is the person that gave Israel the law of God, He was used to introduce the sacrificial system, spoke to God as a friend and used greatly to defeat the Egyptians.  
As great as the name of Moses was to the Israelites, he proved a few things that are important to ponder.  He was used by God for a special season in the history of Israel, but it came to an end.  The people of God didn’t come to an end, but the ministry of Moses ended.  As much as God may use an individual, they are here for a certain time and someone else must step forward.
The life and ministry of Moses proves that the most important goal that we face is not to live forever but to do something that will.  While Moses was dead, his legacy would continue.  The challenge is that we do things for God and that they will continue long after we are gone.  The other thing that is important to remember is that there really are no great men only men that serve a great God.  
The lesson that speaks very loudly is that Moses had a successor that had been well prepared.  It is important that we not only live our lives and leave a legacy but even more important is that we pour our lives into others so that the work that was started will continue long after we die.  Moses as greatly as he was used, was used which provides us with the greatest principle, and that is that men die but God doesn’t.  God’s plans go forward regardless of our cooperation.
Joshua was now in a place where it was time that he was now in charge.  A huge mantle was passed to him.  He had witnessed many things, learned many lessons but now it was time for him to experience God in a new and personal way.  He was the successor to Moses, but he was not Moses.  He was to serve God as Joshua and not serve in the shadow of Moses.
We now will dive into the life of Joshua.  He was born as a slave but took the stories and promises of God and believed them.  He was a man with a different spirit and wholly followed the Lord.  He has come a long way, and a long way awaits him.  He has learned many lessons, but there are many lessons yet to learn.  Place yourself in the life of Joshua as God seeks to form and shape you to become the leader that He has called you to be.
Questions to ponder:
1. What do you think Joshua felt as he now realized that he was replacing Moses?
2. What are your thoughts about pouring your life into someone younger?
3. Is it necessary to have a successor?




