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Generational Differences
A Slave No More
Joshua the Sojourner
Key Truths-To believe in a sovereign God will allow one to realize that they are but strangers in a place that was never meant to be occupied forever.
Key Applications-One must understand that their stay on earth is a temporary stay and this will keep them from maintaining a slave mentality.
Verses to Ponder- 1 Peter 1:17; Hebrews 11:8-10; Psalms 39:12
Pray and Read: Numbers 14:22-45
But I didn’t do anything wrong!
“He who blames others has a long way to go on his journey.  He who blames himself is halfway there.  He who blames no one has arrived.”-Chinese Proverb
If there was ever a person that could have blamed others for his misfortune, that would be Caleb and Joshua.  They brought back the good report and confirmed everything that God had said to them.  They were ready to take the land and enter the place of promise, but the other 10 spies came back and confirmed the beauty and bounty of the land but also informed everyone that they could not overtake the inhabitants due to their strength.  The saying brought great fear and disappointment to the people, and they sought to kill Moses and return to Egypt.  The Lord commanded that the 10 spies would die in a plague and everyone 20 years and older would wander and die in the wilderness and only those under the age of 20 would possess and enter into the land of promise.  The only exception would be Caleb and Joshua because they were of a different spirit.
Imagine being Joshua, he would now have to wander for 40 years in the wilderness for something that he didn’t do.  How in the world did he maintain his steadfastness, loyalty and surrender to the Lord?  The following study is one that is intended to teach that we are sojourners, strangers and pilgrims in a land that is not ours and that we long for a land that we have never seen with our eyes.  
The first thing that you can see is that many times doing the right thing does not render a desired outcome.  The point is that Joshua did the right thing and God recognized him for doing the right thing.  He recognized Joshua and Caleb for having a different spirit and for following God with all their hearts (Numbers 14:24).  A person will not develop a victim mentality if they do the right thing for the right reasons.  The understanding is that they lived their lives unto the Lord and recognized that it was enough.  
They were also told by God that He was going to reward their loyalty and faith by allowing them to enter the land of promise while everyone else that was the same age would not.  While we live our lives on earth and bare the brunt of injustice and unfairness, we know in our spirits that this is not our home and our reward awaits us in heaven.  A story is told of a missionary and his wife who served God for many years in Africa.  They gave their all to the Lord on the mission field.  They lost their youthfulness; they buried their children in Africa and returned to the United States with only ten dollars.  As they landed in the New York harbor, the ship that they traveled in had President Roosevelt as a passenger.  He had been on a safari in Africa.  He returned to a cheering crowd and a custom chauffeured vehicle to take him to the finest hotel.  The missionary and his wife had no one receive them and had no where to lodge.  They found a very cheap hotel to stay in.  The missionary broke down and began to weep and question God.  He said, “I have given you everything and even my children died on the mission field.  I am in a cheap hotel; my body is old and sickly, and we have no where to go; is this how you reward me?”  
As the story goes, the wife left him alone that he might speak with God.  A whisper came over his soul.  The voice told him, “Your reward is not down there it is over here”.  We are strangers and sojourners in a land that is not ours.  We will only stay there temporarily.  Our home is not here but in heaven with the Lord.  
Joshua had a different spirit, He and Caleb knew that God was a rewarder of those that diligently sought Him (Hebrews 11:6), and were blessed to behold the presence, power and provision of the Lord.  They understood that the land of promise was great, but the presence of God was much greater than any land.  They belonged to the Lord and the Lord belonged to them.
They did not spend their time blaming others but considered themselves blessed to have obey and believed God while others did not.  Life is not fair to you to me nor to anyone else.  The great truth is that we are strangers and sojourners in a land that is not ours, but we look forward to a land that God has promised to those who love Him.  Lay down the victim mentality and realize that if you are in a time of wilderness wanderings it is because God has many things to share and show to you, and the time will come when you enter the land of promise and rest.  Dare to have a different spirit and stand out amongst a world that constantly screams unfairness; you quietly live out God’s justice.
Questions to ponder:
1. What are some examples of experiencing unfairness while doing the right thing.
2. What is the difference between fairness and justice?

