Key Truths-One must encounter and experience God in order to serve Him as He instructs, inspires and invites
Key Applications-One knows that God is speaking to them when He asks them to do something that they cannot do on their own.
Verses to Ponder-Isaiah 6
Pray and Read: Exodus 24:12-18
Meeting with God
The 24th chapter of Exodus is truly sacred and holy ground that God invites individuals to read and understand the holiness and awesomeness of God.  Please, as you read this chapter, read, rest and meditate on these scriptures and allow God the Holy Spirit to speak to you.
Moses brings the sons of Aaron, 70 of the elders of Israel and Joshua his servant.  They have an encounter with the living Lord (Pre-incarnate Christ) and are sprinkled with blood and invited to dine in His presence.  All those that have been sprinkled with the blood of the lamb are invited to come and dine!  Moses and Joshua then go up to the mount of God to meet with God.  The following scriptures will do three things: God will provide vision, provision and require decision.
Vision
Moses goes into the cloud and once he and Joshua are alone with God, Moses goes into a cloud and the glory of God inhabits the mount.  God then begins to instruct Moses to build the tent of meeting.  He is very precise and begins to tell him exactly what to do and where to get it from.  In modern calculations the tent of meeting would have cost more than 30 million dollars.  This was to come from a group of unemployed former slaves.  The work that God has given Moses is both going to be expensive and expansive.  God has called him to go and carry out something that is humanly impossible.  The bible goes on to tell us in the following chapters of Exodus that Moses had to tell the people to stop bringing because they had more than enough, and they gave cheerfully.  To get a true vision from God, one must get alone with God and meet God on God’s terms.  Moses was interested only in meeting with God and serving God so that all glory would be brought before the Lord.  Joshua understood at a very important time in his spiritual formation that the most important thing was to meet with God.  This encounter with God allowed them to be in the presence of the glory of God.  Once you encounter God, He will then give a vision of what He wants for His name to be gloried.  When God sends a vision it will not require that one bring their leftovers or find bargain basement prices, but it will be expensive and expansive.
Provision
God then reveals that what He requests will be met with His provision.  God never gives vision without provision.  God’s work done God’s way will always have God’s resources.  The Israelites left Egypt with great treasure and substance (Exodus 12).
Here is the great principle: The Lord places in our hands the resources of the world. Deuteronomy 8:18 says: But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth…. All we have is His and it all comes from Him. The Bible teaches that the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it (Psalm 24:1).

He gives and gives and gives to His people. Why? Why do we have the money we have? Some of you may have stocks and bonds. Why does God give us those things? The mutual funds? The saving accounts? The houses and lands and possessions?

To put it differently, why did God allow the Israelites to plunder the Egyptians? Why did He make the Egyptians so favorably disposed toward the Israelites, and why did He want this group of ex-slaves to have so much wealth?

The Lord wasn’t as interested in giving them a lavish lifestyle as He was in giving them the resources for the building of the Tabernacle. He was planning in advance. He was entrusting the Israelites with the material needed for His special tent.
He was putting the needed resources in their pockets and purses in advance. God could have sent the gold and silver and precious stones down from heaven just as He sent the manna. He could have airlifted the timber and linen. It could have arrived by parachute. But He loves it when His people are involved, when they are His channels for doing His work, so He entrusts the resources to us. Everything we need for our ministries—every dollar and every penny—has already been provided. It is in our billfolds and bank accounts right now. His provision for His vision is given in advance. 

Decision
Every individual was aware of the need, and they responded with a decisive decision.  They brought all that was needed and did so with a very cheerful spirit.  When God gives a vision, He sends the provision, but it will not be released until the servants of God by faith decide that everything that the Lord has said is so! 

Recently I came across one of the most famous stories in fund-raising history. It occurred in the year 1912. Dr. Russell H. Conwell, pastor of Grace Baptist Church in Philadelphia, had a little girl in Sunday School named Hattie May Wiatt who lived nearby. The Sunday School was very crowded, and one day Dr. Conwell told her that he would love to have buildings large enough to allow everyone to attend who wanted to.
Later, Hattie May became ill and died. Rev. Conwell was asked to preach at the funeral, and the girl’s mother told him that Hattie May had been saving her money to help build a bigger church. The mother gave him the little girl’s purse, and it contained fifty-seven cents (which represented a large amount for a poor little girl in those days). Rev. Conwell took those coins to the bank and exchanged them for fifty-seven pennies which he put on display and “sold.” With the proceeds, a nearby house was purchased and the property was converted into a children’s wing for the church. Inspired by Hattie’s story, more money came in, and out of her fifty-seven cents eventually came the buildings for the buildings of Temple Baptist Church in Philadelphia, Temple University, and Good Samaritan Hospital.
Someone once said, “Little is much when God is in it.” The amount of our gifts isn’t as important as the nature of it. Are we giving as God prompts us? Are we giving willingly? Are we giving heartily? Are we giving sacrificially? Are we giving as God prompts us? 

Questions to ponder:
1. What must one to receive a vision from God?
2. What are the requirements for God to make provision for the vision?
3. What decisions are you willing to make today?

